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ANSWER KEY

SECTION - A (READING) — (10 Marks)

1. i.India and the world

ii. a 16 years old teenager/ merely 16 years old

iii. his talent

iv. one milestone after another / runs half-centuries and centuries to
become the

v. his private life

vi. a virtual money-spinner

vii. Any suitable one

viii. dark / shadowy / grey / overcast

ix. virtual

X. Any suitable one

SECTION - B (WRITING) - (10 Marks)

2. Format — 1, Content — 2, Fluency + Accuracy - 1
3. Format — 1, Content — 4, Fluency + Accuracy -

SECTION - C (GRAMMAR) - (7 Marks)

4. (a)the - a (b) the - a (c) their - your (d) this - the
5. i) overwhelm ii) a) have delivered b) is
6. a) Petroleum is in great demand all over the world.

b) It seems that the common house sparrow has disappeared from
the city.

SECTION — D (LITERATURE)- (13 marks)

1



7. a) His family and heritage inspired his bravery and sense of duty.
b) False

c) He performed his duties with exceptional dedication, honour, and
excellence.

d) picturesque
e) Any suitable one.

8. a) It aimed to annex Kashmir by sending Pakistani — trained tribal
invaders to overthrow the local government and capture key locations.

b) He was recovering from an injury but insisted on leading his men
despite the condition of his hand.

c) “I shall not withdraw an inch but will fight to the last man and the
last round.” Brave / Determined / Fearless / Undeterred / Focused /
Loyal and so on.

9. VALUE POINTS:-

a) unmatched bravery, leadership, and self-sacrifice.
b) just 24, he died fighting 500 infiltrators with only 90 men.

c) “beacon of courage and sacrifice” and a “poignant reminder of the
price of freedom”.

d) Name etched on National War Memorial - legacy to guide
generations.

OR
VALUE POINTS:-

a) Followed Pakistan’s launch of Operation Gulmarg - tribal invaders
entered Kashmir.

b) Major Somnath Sharma — fearless fought with an injured hand.
c) Led D Company to secure Badgam.

b) Leadership and courage - instrumental in delaying the enemy,
ultimately protecting Srinagar.



NOTE - FOR QUESTION NOS. 8 & 9, ALL OTHER SUITABLE
ANSWERS ARE ACCEPTABLE.



